SIMI VALLEY

CHAMBER

The Heartbeat of Business

DA

EcoNomiIc DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

AuGusT 11,2020
AGENDA
Chair: Jennifer Swenson
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM, Zoom
l. Callto Order Jennifer Swenson
. Updates
a. City Economic Development Brian Gabler
b. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Elaine Freeman
c. Assembly Member Smith Ryan Valencia
d. Economic Development Collaborative Juliana Ramirez
e. Simi Valley Unified School District Jamie Snodgrass
f. Adventist Health Simi Valley Jennifer Swenson
g. Visit Simi Valley/Film Simi Valley Layma Askarzoi
h. Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce Kathi Van Etten
1. Questions/Comments Brian Reed

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 8:30 a.m.

Disclaimer: The Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Committee is a committee of the
Chamber of Commerce. The Committee acts as a forum for discussion about economic development and provides
the Board of Directors with recommendations for decisions. Comments made at committee meetings do not
represent the views of the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce or the Board of Directors.
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The Heartbeat of Business

Present: Samantha Shapiro, Jamie Snodgrass, Jerry Block, John Tolson, Thomas Herdering, Jennifer
Swenson, Elaine Freeman, Kenny Miller, Kathi Van Etten, Melissa Miller, Ryan Valencia, Robert
McDonald, Harry VanDyck, Elizabeth Zachary, Juliana Ramirez, Layma Askarzoi, Brian Dennert, Brian
Gabler, Mike Nolan, Tricia Johnston, Amy Corneau

Call to Order - 8:33 AM
Simi Valley Unified School District - Jamie Snodgrass & Jerry Block

e The school district will be sending an update on Friday 7/17 regarding their reopening plan

e They are working as quickly as possible to meet and address all the needs of students, teachers
and staff to provide plans

e Thedistrict office has started filming again this week for a reality tv show competition about dog
grooming

e They are hoping to continue their entrepreneurship program in the fall and figuring out a way to
work with students in whatever reopening plan that is decided upon to move forward and
continue fostering the entrepreneurial spirit to high school students

e They are excited about the county medical assistance program that will be held at Simi High

Economic Development Collaborative - Juliana Ramirez

e The Economic Development Collaborative exists as a resource for businesses who need
assistance

e They are seeing many businesses reach out in regards to closing, lease agreements, landlord
negotiations, etc.

e They will be hosting a webinar on lease agreements and landlord negotiations

e They hosted a webinar on closing your business and bankruptcy last week which is available on
their website

¢ They host weekly webinars on COVID related business topics each Wednesday at 9 AM in
English and at 3:30 PM in Spanish

e They are assisting clients in navigating the available resources for their businesses

e There are advisors readily available to help businesses free of charge

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District - Elaine Freeman & Brian Dennert

e Thedistrictis debt free and has paid off the $5M loan for the new building

e They hope to complete Rancho Santa Susana Park

e They will need to make upgrades to the pool at Rancho Simi Park

e The BMXtrack is still on the list of projects to address

e Theyreceived a grant for the Arroyo Greenway but the construction won’t be happening until a
little later on

e They will have a naming dedication ceremony for Jerry Gladden in October

e The parkdistrict is ready and willing to work with the school district on providing any outdoor
space or additional space they might need when schools resume

e Any churches or businesses who might need to operate outside can get in touch with Brian
Dennert or the park district to see about possibly using the park district locations for outdoor
services

City of Simi Valley - Brian Gabler



Hobby Lobby and Planet Fitness are still moving forward in the old Mervyns building

Big Lots will be moving from Sycamore/Cochran to the old Babies R Us location at the Simi Valley
Town Center

Amazon signed a lease for the building at Royal/Tapo Canyon as a distribution center, which will
provide a number of jobs in the community

The current BofA building’s lease expires at the end of next month, and the building will likely be
redeveloped into multiple smaller locations in order to better serve the market needs at this time
The industrial sector is moving forward fairly well at this time

The Farmer’s project has sold the residential side to Lennar Corporation and they are looking to
move forward fairly quickly; the commercial side has not sold yet

The Simi Medical Center in the Ralphs parking lot has seen some upgrades and there’s a hope
that it will set a tone for redeveloping that center, however there are multiple property owners in
that center so it can be difficult

Teslais installing charging stations in the parking lot of the Target center off Madera and Tierra
Rejada

There is a lot of opportunity for businesses looking to relocate to Simi from the SFV but there is
not enough inventory

Regarding PPP loans, over 1600 businesses in Simi Valley were approved for PPP loans between
$0-$150K, retaining almost 85% of jobs; for loans of $150K, 278 businesses were approved
retaining 9500 jobs

The county grant program was very successful in Simi Valley with over 25% of the grants applied
for being from Simi Valley businesses; they are looking at possibly getting additional funding for
those grants

Assembly Member Christy Smith - Ryan Valencia

The budget process is complete

They are out of session through July 22"

The Governor’s order yesterday reversed many of the phase 3 reopenings

EIDL and PPP loans are still available; PPP reopened apps through August 8t
EDD is readily staffed to assist anyone with unemployment or PUA concerns

The office is mostly worried about the positivity rate and the hospitalization rates
The great plates program was extended through August 9t

Visit Simi Valley/Film Simi Valley - Layma Askarzoi

Hotels are seeing a lot of “staycations” in their properties with pools being reopened
Some nights they have as high as 60-70% occupancy and some night as low as 20%
Some film groups have been staying in the hotels

Filming has reopened but one concern/difficulty is obtaining insurance

Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce - Kathi Van Etten

The chamber is keeping up with the new orders from the state and county and communicating
with businesses who are impacted

Simi Works Job Center is online and getting traction; it's a great way to connect job seekers with
employers

Restaurant of the Week has restarted and it’s a great way to support local restaurants who have
been struggling

Startup Simi has decided on a tagline (Connect. Create. Inspire.) and has launched a new
Facebook page

There will be an event planned in late July to discuss starting up a business during a pandemic



e The Chamber has continued to update its resource page and act as a resource to all businesses
during this time with federal, state and local grant and funding programs as well as changes

e The Chamber, the county, and the city have been working together on the Task Force on Business
Recovery to communicate with businesses to see what their needs are

Adventist Health Simi Valley - Jennifer Swenson

e Yesterday had the highest day of COVID hospitalizations in the County but there are still
available beds and ventilators

¢ Simi’s number of cases has started to taper off, even though those were the highest numbers at
the beginning

e The hospital is averaging about 14 COVID patients a day

e The number of beds in the county is in good shape

e The best place for accurate data is vcemergency.com

Adjourn - 9:25 AM



